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Upper Riverside No.1 &  
No.2 Greenwich Peninsula

Combining  
Formwork &  
Scaffolding

Key Benefits: 

Reduced cycle time

Optimised site space

Maximised safety  
at height

The project at a glance 
On completion, the Peninsula 
will see five high-rises situated 
amongst popular landmarks 
in the capital. Knightdragon 
commissioned AJM for the 
construction of Upper Riverside 
No.1 & No.2, which will provide 
450 new homes in the Greenwich 
Peninsula area. Construction 
on blocks 1 and 2 of the 
residential hot spot commenced 
in 2015. 

“Setting up the system 
was a lot easier and didn’t 
require a lot of manual 
labour compared to 
traditional access system.  
This was a huge benefit for 
us in terms of time. The 
combined PERI solution 
allowed us to have our 
own space where we 
wouldn’t disrupt the rest 
of the process or other 
contractors on site.”

AJM’s Senior Project Engineer 
MICK CAROLL



Contact us by email  
on sales@peri.ltd.uk  
or call 01788 861 600

Client: AJ Morrisroe (AJM)

Contractor: MACE

Project type: High-rise, Residential

Products and Services:  
RCS Rail-Climbing system 
PERI UP Flex Staircase Alu 75

Duration: 3 years

What did the client need?

Since the start of the project, space has been a primary 
concern due to the structure’s close proximity to the 
River Thames. AJM required an access system that 
made it feasible to enter both sides of the building on all 
floors. As with any high-rise, this also had to take safety 
into account when working at height. Safety coupled 
with short cycle times meant that an agile and accurate 
solution was required. 

What was the challenge? 

The construction of block 1 occurring in conjunction with 
block 2 meant that space continued to be a pressing 
concern for AJM. 

Although reliable and secure, the PERI UP Staircase Flex 
Alu 75 access system obstructed all levels of the structure 
on both sides. Due to its permanent fixture, the tower 
structure could not be removed until project completion. 
This meant that labourers were unable to carry out any 
additional tasks which disrupted the handover process with 
other contractors. Consequently, this imposed a threat to 
the cycle time that was initially set. 

The safety of labourers also became a cause for concern 
for AJM. As the structure grew in height, modular 
components had to be fixed to the top of the staircase 
in order to access ascending levels. This made labourers 
vulnerable to adverse weather conditions.

How did we help? 

The key to the solution was collaboration. AJM proposed 
installing a staircase which would suspend from cured 
concrete slabs on the structure, resembling a cantilever 
deck. Through close liaison with the client, PERI combined 
this idea with the RCS Rail-Climbing system which lifted the 
access tower by a hydraulic pump. The hydraulic pump was 
then placed on a rail secured by anchors that were rooted 
into the concrete, in order to handle the dead load. 

PERI installed flexible height flights on the access system. 
This enabled the staircase and run-off to be adjusted 
according to each floor, enabling AJM to work with varying 
pour heights from floor to floor. 

PERI also accounted for safety measures. The access 
tower was fitted with handrails, toe-boards and netting 
to enhance security and ensure that labourers were 
comfortable in their working environment, regardless of 
how high the tower structure was. 

By combining PERI products, AJM were able to utilise 
more space on site, especially as space was already limited. 
This freed up vital space at ground level, allowing labourers 
to move around easily and resume working. The system 
climbed all at once, without requiring manual labour to 
frequently erect and dismantle modular components as the 
structure ascended. As a result, the project also benefitted 
from reduced crane use in the event of windy weather. 

The solution shortened cycle times, which meant that AJM 
were ahead of the scheduled critical path and were in a 
position where they had to slow down in order to meet the 
handover process with other contractors. 


